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WASHINGTON (AP) — A CIA of-
ficer lured six of “contra” leader
Eden Pastora's top lteutenants to
abandon him for a rtval U.S.-backed
umbreila group, leading to Mr. Pas-
tora’s quitting the anti-Sandinista
war effort. according to officials of
rebel factions.
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STAT. Asked about a CIA role In Mr.

- Astora’s downfall, CIA spokeswom-

Kathy Ph had no comment.
% seeking political
asylum in Costa Rica. (s being de.
tained by authorities. In a telephone
interview from jail. he declined to
discuss the alleged CIA role in his
ouster but said: “The Americans
want to remove one government and
impose another. We want nothing to
do with that.”

The rebel officials. representing
both Mr. Pastora and UNO, said they
have known “Armando” as a CIA of-
ficer attached to the U.S. Embassy
in Costa Rica. The rebels, including
Alvaro Jerez. a leader of a Pastora-
allied group, said "Armando” has
bgerr a ClA Mategn to therebels for
several years. ' ' -

The ouster of Mr. Pastora culm-
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CIA reportedly lured six of Pastora’
to rival ‘contra’ group

nates three years of 1A attempes to
force the chartsmatic, former Sandi-
nista commander to unite with com-

- Jerez said that when My Pas-
tora learned about the attempt to
lure away his commanders,
loyalists protested to the State De-
partment and CIA headquarters.

— r_not UNO — made “the first con-
tact® in the talks that led to their
n from Mr. Pastora.

But Carol Prad, 3 Spokesman for
Mr. Pastora's ARDE group, said the
commanders’ desertion was only the
latest attempt to undermine Mr. Pas.
tora, a popular byt unpredictabie
leader. Ms. Prado said those U.S. ef.
forts began as early as 1983 ang
Initially (nvolved threats to hait cov.
ert ClA aid to ARDE.

laquxARDEhuunam th
United States again trieq to Ous: Mre.
Pastora in meetings at the Whyte
House between Adolfo “Popo* Cha.-
morro, then second-in-command to
Mr. Pastora. and Lt. Col. Olver L.
North, a senior adviser on President
Reagan's Nationai Security Counct,
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